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Waul, then, ye'd better let me put
Yeup a paound or two o' buckshot.”
"Moo sie” 1 said, in a tone expressive
Freproof for the suggestion, “L've no
for buckshot this time of year,”
W the close time for deer began with
e month,

“Uf course not, but you'd want some-
Wng bigger'n number sixes if the
Yes got after ye." said Hiram, mak-

¢ a persuasive dip into the box of
Buckshot,

. "Wolves,” maid 1. contemptuously;
WLy, there hain't been a wolf around
hrre for 20 _"t‘ll"l."

“Wal, there is, naow, a pack o' seven,
tirway, an’ mebby more. Why, hain't
:- . 3"'-‘!?(1? Axos Barker seen 'em
‘Wt after a deer an' counted ‘em,
‘:\- i of 'em.  His man at was helpin'
T him on his coalin® job said there was
5 but Amos reckoned he see double
Y ciounted some of ‘em twice, an'
'here's lots o' foliks ‘st 's heard ‘em.
Ihere's wolves ha'ntin' the maountain,
'O may depend. Hetter le’ me weigh
You wbout a couple o' paound.”

“No, I guess it won't pay to carry any
“ira weight on that chance,” 1 said,
_"-'nirin;: the storckeeper's cunning at-
Pt 1o seil ma something 1 did not
“ARL “Dut you may put up that small
v and that Jack-in-the-box for me.
Iheyre iight and they'll tickle Billy's
VWoldittle shavers, Then put up a half
i erackers and & bit of cheese for
‘h’l'-a‘l':. fill my tobacco box, and let me

“T¢ nn extra pipe, and I'll be off. |
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that day, when, just as I found my bird
Iying belly up, stone dead, | also came
upon something that gave me a start-
ling enlightenment,

The fallen leaves and the soil werc
torn and furrowed and stones and
patches of moss were overturned, in
evidence of a desperate struggle, the
result of which was plaifly shown by
the antlered skull and scattered boncs
of a deer and a mat of coarse gruy har
trodden into the mold.

Hiram's wolves were no harmless
ereatures of the imagination, but sav-
age realities, and a chill ran down my
back as I realized the probability that
the pack was now rallying on my trani.
I did not doubt that I had heand their
voices.

1 took my bearingsand went forward
at my best pace with far less thought
of hunting than the fear of being hunt-
¢d. Thus I went on for half an hour
hearing nothing but the snapping ot
twigs and swish of branches made by
my own rapid progress, till a elamor of
jays broke out 40 rods in inys rear.
As It drew near it was mingled with

Tunt to make the trip by daylight.”
. Fhope ye will, | ra'ly do. | wouldn't
: h:;* 'O have you get ketehed in the |
;."r;‘ on the maountain, So you're goin’ I
(tover to Bradley's, be ye 2 he con-
'r ved, as he shuMed about behind the
I'Y':I.‘;}u-r o put up the articles for me. |
- {then lu-_:.mn rummaging in a drawer
'mu.;.[,. ,.,1:; ends. “Now, | wonder if
5 b w ul--aldn t jeat as lives talie hima pair |
5 HHet malde ‘at Aaron Clark left here |
T bim, laxt spring, 1 guess it was,
Wram found the molds after a short

| feet.

the rastle and patter of many swift
I was near the erest of one of th -
ledges that ridge crosswise the long
westerly ineline of the mountalnside
and, looking mcekward down the slope,
I saw two wolves break through the
undergrowth of whortleberry buihes

and had glimpses of others Wehind
them,
My next look was fora tree that

conld be elimbed, and T was fortunate
In discovering one close at hand, a low-

THE LEADERS OF THE PACK WERE BENEATH ME,
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fire enough might be built here to roast
small bits of the partridge, and close
upon this followed another, which gave
we hope of deliverauce.

There was the bullet mold in my
pocket, and if I could but manage to
turn my paltry shot ioto a dozen good
solid balls 1 would soon rid myself of
the wolves. As I was refilling my pipe
with o view of stimulating invention
my tobacco box gave me a clew toa
solution of the problem. It was anold-
fashioned steel box with a hinged cover
and square corners that would serve as
a spout to pour melted lead from.

I transferred the tobacco to a pocket,
made a cut of a small green limb firmly
on to the open cover for a handle, and
had what promised to be a serviceable
smelting ladle. Thea, reaching out, I
gathered some dry twigs and bits of
branches, and 1 soon had a small fire
burning in the center of the stub.
When it was well going | held the im-
provised ladle, with a couple ounces of
shot in it, over the hottest place, and,
after some patient walting, had the
satisfoction of secing the separate pel-
lets becowme a little puddle of molten
lead. | managed to pour most of it
into the mold and got three good bul-
lets ut the first smelting, but lost one,
which fell to the ground.

Detter luek attended three more sue-
eessive trials, which gave me 13 bullets,
makiong 15 in all, which I thouglt might
answer my purpose, and I whipped out
the fire with a green branch,

It wis now near sundown, su there
was no time to be lost if 1 was to get

branching one of more than two feet

away bv daviieht.

Then, pleking up the toys and taking

ingstar. | l:o.-f-i forward at such speed as
the rough and dorkening way would
permit. Fortunately, the almost full
moon was well

I had litt

down the m

¢ difieulty fn finding my way
tuin and reasched Brad-
fey's before their early bediime.
Little Maolly Bradley prized the doll
all the more for the sears which proved
her bairbreadth escape, and her brother
! upon the jack-in-the-box that
had seared a wolf as a bhero as doughty
as Jack the Giant Killer,

Their father seemed to doubt me
story till 1 led him to the seene of my
adventure the mnext morning, and
showed him the four wolvee, for we
found the broken-backed patriareh af-
ter a short search.

When we returned with the pelts the

looke

mean part of it being the partridges,
mueh more nicely cooked by Mrs. Irad-
lex than 1 could hLave doune it cn the
tree stump had I been obliged to.

When I went home the next day there
was a full pouch of buckshot in my
pocket, but I found no use for it.—Row-
land Robinson, in Chicago Inter Ocean.

CHRISTVMAS CATECHISMN,

Do you see the boy ?

I see the boy,

Do you see the boy'sglad smile?

1 see the boy's glad smile.

Why does the boy secm so happy ?
The boy has just made out a list of
what he wants Santa Claus to bring him
and given it to papa.

" Can you pick out the boy's papa?

You bet I ean,

How ean you pick him out?

By his sad and serrowful face.—~Chi
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- Hiram Hull asked to spare in mercy to the merciless |
. "‘ ns e poured four brute, but when 1 got to the ground 1
3 pounds of No. 6 hastily loaded my gun and finished him |
o the scoops of the scales into '“i':‘ u shot in the head. fl

and threw a lot of the stuff into the sea
There are descendants of these very
peopie now living in the United States,

and when Mark lays on his tax that
they are not expecied to know about
| they may box his penddant ears and
make him bray.—Mississippl Valley

Democrat

The Wool Industry Injured.

While some of our protectionist
frlends are explaining to the country
the success of the Dingley tariff law
and are eloquent indeclaring its beauty
of adjustment and sclentifie basis, some
others, even of those who helped make
the law, are more candid. Thus Mr. 8,
N. D. North, secretary of the National
Association of Wool Manufacturers,
is quoted by the Bradford (England)
Obscrver as writing the following to a
friend in that eity: “I trust you are
well, but T should be sorry for you all
if I thought that the wool manufae-
ture of Bradford was in as unhappy a
conditlon to-day as it is in the United
States™ Mr. North, as the secretary
of the association, an expert tariff au-
thority in woolen schedules, was in
Washington to assist Mr. Dingley in
making the bill o seientific. And now,
after piling protection sky high, it is
found that woolen goods are being pro-
teeted off the backs of the people, and
the industry Iis unhappy. What a shock
this will be to Mr, Dingley, who be-
lieved that the only curse to the indus-
try was free wool ! —Utica Observer,

———Chairman Dingley is perfectly
mife in declaring that the war taxes will
not be repealed for at least another
year. In the first place, government
expenses have been greatly increased
by the war with Spain, and they are
likely to remain heavy for an indeflnite
period. In the mext place, protective
duties ean no longer be depended on to
vield the revenue they formerly did,
for imports are declining. In the third
place, repeal of the war taxes would
cause another enormous defieit, and
thus draln away the gold reserve, as
wns the ease during the second Cleve-
land admiindstration. Lasily, ro one
objects to the war faxes.—N. Y. Com-
mercial Advert'ser (Rep.).

——President Garfleld, it will be re-
membered, 0 his early eareer in con-
gress, defined his position as favoring
“that protection which leads te free
trade.” Tt looks aa if Mr. Dingley had
heonsciously got on to this Gerfleld

in daily buseiness transactions of the
people, and its withdrawal would re-
sult in far less injury to business than
the withdrawal of either treasury notes
or silver certificates, that with silver
now do four-fifths of all the business.
In support of this propoesition the his-
tory of the country from 1502 to 1878
furnishes the proof.

Still at the Head.

Russell A. Alger, secretary of war i
the eabinet of William MeKinley, has
given to the people of the United Statea
an official history of the war of '95. It
has been edited earefully by Mr. Alger's
chief, and aside from its historical mat-
fer is a plea for an enlarged standing
army, the necessity of which will not
be disputed if the authority of the
United States is to be maintained com-
pletely and satisfactorily in the An-
tilles and the Philippines. But that offi-
cial communication which would meet
greatest weleome would be the resigna-
tion of Russell A, Alger as secretary of
war and its acceptanece by the pres:-
L dent. who ought never have given Alger
opportunity to infliet his incompetence
upon citizens of the United States who
volunteered at the eall of his chief to
fight their battles, While Russell A. Al-
ger remains secretary of war how is it
possible to hope that other than the
most desperate of the citizenry of the
United States will enlist in its enlarged
army? They do not fear the perils of
battle, but the perils of Algerism are
more than any man ought to be asked
by a humane nation toencounter.—Chi-
cago Chronicle,

——Secretary Alger has suppled an
issue upon which the democracy can ap-
real with confidence to the national
judgment. Dy asking for over $166,-
000,000 for the support of the regular
army in time of peace he has raised two
questions that touch the heart and the
pocket of every American citizn who
does not profit by legalized injustice
nid oppression. These questions are:
Shall the United Staates be more heavi-
Iy taxed for wilitary purposes than any
other country onearth? Shall thisun-
heard-of burden of taxation be earried
nlmost exclusively by people of small
weans, while the wealth our arma-
ments protect goes free 7N, Y. Jour-
nal.

-1t Dinﬁ"my Isn't careful he will
eatch cold sitting in the draft of the
“open doo:"-~Memphis “ammercial

cago Poat.

platform.—DBoston Herald.

Appeal




